Editorial  by Lucron, Hugues
The 12th edition of the French Medico-Surgical Congress in Paediatric and Congenital cardiology will 
be held in Schoelcher, Martinique, French West Indies, 21-24 november 2015, together with the ﬁfth edition 
of the “Rencontres Francophones Multidispilinaires des Cardiopathies Congénitales”.
The dense scientiﬁc program includes many sessions covering almost all ﬁelds of our so exciting Pae-
diatric Cardiology Speciality, including new or unusual topics. Thus, physiology, organizational methods, 
alternative treatments, as well as tips or trucks for air transport of patients with Congenital Heart Diseases, 
using either helicopter or Commercial Airlines will be described in an overseas setting, far away from 
dedicated neonatal cardiac surgical centers.  
Furthermore, uncertainties forecast of the foetal cardiology, or the challenging problem of biventricular 
but not reparable hearts will be underlined. Update of the knowledge in cardiac embryology and gene-
tics somewhat confusing compared to what has been taught us will also be object of debates.
The substantial and continuous progress coming from all medical and surgical partners involved in child-
ren cardiac care in a real multidisciplinary approach led to the so called new “adult cardiac congenital” 
population that we are all dealing with, obtaining contrasted results. To advance in our reﬂection about 
the most complex single ventricle management form prenatal counselling to hybrid program, our Aus-
tralian colleagues will present their long term experience and results of palliative programs started many 
years ago. This overcrowding population of patients might represent a real problem in the future, compa-
red to our under developed or insufﬁciently prepared specialized units. Multiple strategies to detect and 
treat complications will be underlined in a dedicated FONTAN session with a goal to avoid as much as 
possible a controversial cardiac transplantation.
As a marker of continuous improvement in percutaneous care, sessions will focus on new devices and 
equipment nor strategies that may improve patients care with adequate short or mid-term results.
Finally, a special space has been dedicated in the Conference to all progress and recent advances in 
echocardiography, from 3D modelling to ultrasound guided cardiac therapy and research ﬁelds as a 
bridge to what could be some kind of new management in the near future.
This programme, coupled with many workshops (Fetal heart scan, ECLS, EKG) and many other items 
witness the strength of our discipline and its contribution to the continuous progress in cardiology. On be-
half of the organization Committee and all partners and contributors associated with this event located 
for the ﬁrst time in the French overseas territories, we would like to welcome you in a warm but studious 
atmosphere and we hope that you will be many to make the trip.
Hugues Lucron
On behalf of the Scientiﬁc and Organizing Committee
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